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Urban Development TIPS

In this section you will find information about the laws and institutions on urban

development, as well as urban development initiatives.

The theme of this issue is Construction Permit.

A construction permit is a basic rule that prevents any construction that do not conform
with the law and help ensure in and create safe and beautiful cities. Should you want to
build a new building or structure, extend or renovate a building, you must submit the
necessary documents to the DPWT or OPWT for a construction permit before you begin a
construction. Once the construction permit is granted, work can begin. This procedure
has been introduced following the revision of Decision on Construction Management in 2019.

e the land us
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®When?

The construction permit is applied
before beginning a construction,
the types of construction works are
as follows:

1. Construction of new objects
(buildings) and installation of
structures;

2. Building extension and
changes of its functional uses;

3. Renovation and Restoration of
buildings;

4. Demolition and Repair of buildings
or construction objects.

®Where?

Go to ‘One Stop Service’ of PWT
Sector for consultation and
application which depends on the
size and characteristics.

Level Type

Level 1 | Large buildings
To Total Floor Area: more than 10,000 m2,
DPWT | or Height: Over 20 m

Level 2 | Medium buildings
To Total Floor Area: 400- 10,000 m2,
DPWT | or Height: 10-20m

Level 3 | Small buildings
To Total Floor Area: less than 400 m?,

OPWT | or Height: less than 10m

Contact Us: DPWT, VTE Tel: 021 260 206

Application: https://vientianecity.gov.la

Pre-consultation to OPWT/ DPWT by Project Owner [

(Check the condition for permission) i DONRE ]
—————————— B i R P ! (Department of Natural
+ | Resources and
Complete the Application Form = | I% nvironmen .t)_ ......
Return the
Submit the document to document
District One Stop Service (if applicable) =
Or at the District / Provincial office If not correct
Examination (Screening) / Issue of Permission
Level 3 Levelland2 Leye! 1 The permit
Housing, Urban Planning Building process takes 30
OPWT and Environment Office Managgment business days
on DPWT Committee
OPWT DPWT Provincial / City Office

e
]

Issue of Permission Issue of Permission The Department in
Charge: Examination

| Site survey
+ _ » Guideline /
. : Standards
Inspection (Construction Start)

» Land use plan/
Zoning Code
» Regulation, etc.

Issue of Permission

Proceeding of

Medium-term inspection

(30-50% project progress)

Final Inspection

- Construction
(Project Completion 100%) ‘

Source: JICA based on Brochure for

Issuing certificates Building Permission (Lao language)

(Building Certification)

®Why?

A construction permit will be checked/
reviewed whether a building or structure
conforms to the urban plan (use, height,
etc.). In order to ensure that the citizens
live in a safe and comfortable environment,
it is necessary to take into account a
variety of factors, such as the balance of
development, the state of infrastructure,
namely roads and water supply, and greenery.

You can read the electronic version here —

Edited and published by Urban Management Platform Secretariat ump.secretariat.laos@gmail.com ( Sa@ &

The launch of UMP, Urban Management Platform connecting
various actors in urban development

The Urban Management Platform (UMP)
is @a mechanism to discuss and share
information on urban development
policies and issues, not only with the
public sector but also with other
stakeholders such as citizens, private
sector and institutions. It also actively
organizes seminars and ICT-based
information sharing activities.

1t UMP meeting

UMP is led by MPWT with the cooperation of various departments including
Vientiane Capital, MoF, MPI and DONRE and is administrated by the Working
Groups on JICA project for "Capacity Development on Urban Development
Control and Promotion”. The first UMP meeting was held on 2nd February.
In the future there will be Open Seminars, to which the public will be invited.
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Interviews

Assoc. Prof. Aphisayadeth INSIXIENGMAY, Deputy Director of the Public Works and Transport
Research and Institute, and Mr. Nalongxay MYVAPADITH, Deputy Director of Department of Housing
and Urban Planning, were invited to talk about urban development in Vientiane.

Assoc. Prof. Aphisayadeth Mr. Nalongxay
INSIXIENGMAY, MYVAPADITH,
Deputy Director General Deputy Director General
/ PTRI / DHUP

<OVientiane is a beautiful capital city with lots of greenery, how do you see the current
urban development situation from an expert’s point of view?

Assoc. Prof. Aphisayadeth:

After the declaration of independence as the Lao People’ s Democratic Republic
(PDR), Vientiane Capital has been developed in a comprehensive manner and grown
steadily. The urban and suburb areas have been developed exponentially, with new
landscape of the city becoming more visible.

However, Vientiane Capital is still being considered as “underdeveloped” in
comparison to the capital cities of many other countries in terms of development
level. In particular, Vientiane Capital has high public debt; urban transport
infrastructure or public utilities that do not adequately meet the needs of citizens,
coupled with a weak urban administration, poor city management, unrestricted
urban control; housing construction is incompliant with urban planning and
lacking congruence between the national architectural identity and the modern
era.

OThere are many different types of development in the urban, from large scale projects
to smaller residences and events, how do you think they should be controlled and
promoted?

Mr. Nalongxay :

In Laos, a large number of development projects has emerged, ranging from
large to small-scale projects, which are one of the crucial contributors to city
development. This development should be controlled in accordance with the
strategic development of the urban plan, urban law, and other relevant regulations.
This is to ensure that urban development go hand in hand with the protection of
environment, culture, history, unique architectural and artistic identity, while
ensuring the beauty and sustainability of the landscape.

Urban development promotion should emphasize on a balanced integration of
internal economic structure which is beneficial to the country and citizens with
modern services, clean industry and green agriculture to become a modern city
with Smart City standards from the beginning. This is to ensure citizens’ benefits
in order to improve their quality of lives; especially urban development projects
that contribute to economic growth, create jobs, and build a livable and modern
city.

OWhat kind of urban development do you expect in Vientiane in the future?

Assoc. Prof. Aphisayadeth:

In the future, I expect Vientiane Capital to be transformed by creating new
development area into a modern city with the standards of Smart City from the
beginning; to improve the old urban communities that are still semi-urban and
rural, to upgrade the development of each urban festivity, build villages in the
suburbs into small livable communities, and implement the General Urban Planning
volume III until 2030.

OCitizens and the private sector are also players in urban development, what role do they

play in urban development?
Mr.Nalongxay:

Any development projects should certainly involve citizens and private sectors’

participation within the development area, where the government, citizens, and
the private sectors work together as joint development planners. The private
sectors play a role as implementers or investors for each priority project, while
citizens play a role as cooperators. Urban development is one of the crucial
contributors to the country’s development which starts from small project
“‘community projects”. The collaborative development allows every stakeholder to
collaboratively partake in the decision-making process on any activities that
have impacts on their lives, and the community’ s involvement in the development
will result in working connections between the government, private sectors, and
citizens for sustainable develooment of the proiect.

OlLast but not least, you both also chair the UMP. What kind of activities do you want to

carry out in the future?
Assoc. Prof. Aphisayadeth:

The activities to be carried out in the future is to develop Vientiane Capital to
become a livable, sustainable, and Smart City in faster pace, practically implement
General Urban Plan Volume III and Specific Urban Plan for each zone and each
road, place emphasis on the development of the central area to become
outstanding, and reorganize village landscape in each district to be more
appropriate.

Mr.Nalongxay:

The UMP activities to be focused on in the future involve coordination between
the central and local levels regarding the implementation in each phase to monitor,

inspect, and evaluate the implemented activities as a reference for urban
management and development planning. This is to exchange knowledge on
urban management issues with the local authorities and other relevant organizations,
disseminate urban management and development information, and find solutions
to urban issues. At the same time, information accessibility should be modernized
through an advanced system to facilitate coordination with relevant authorities,
especially by using an E-document system to make it easier to access information,
deduct the procedures, and save time. This will effectively help facilitate the
government dealing with urban management.

Thank you very much®



